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Faculty Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order):  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Upcoming SOM meetings: 
4/2/19 
•  Faculty @ 11am 
4/4/19 
•  Grad Advisory @ 11am 
4/9/19 
•  Advisory @ 11am 
4/11/19 
•  His/Theory/Comp @ 11am 
•  Music Education @ 11am 
4/16/19 
•    Grad Advisory @ 11am 
•    Convocation Recital @ 11am 
4/18/19 
•  Curriculum @ 11am 
4/25/19 
•  Equipment @ 11am 
4/30/19 
•  Faculty @ 11am 
5/2/19 
•  SFSC @ 11am 
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Glenn Block and the ISU Symphony participated in the successful joint production of  The 
Light in the Piazza in early March.  Glenn and the orchestra are involved in various projects, 
which will culminate in the annual Concerto-Aria concert on April 28.  The concert will 
feature the two winners of  the annual ISU Concerto-Aria Competition.   Anna Chen, 
pianist and student of  Geoffrey Duce, will perform the Liszt Piano Concerto No. 1.  
Mason Riedel, bass trombonist and student of  Mark Babbitt, will perform "sub -Zero" by 
Daniel Schnyder.  The ISU Symphony will also perform Stravinsky's suite from The Firebird, 
which will feature a unique orchestra "choreography."  Additionally, graduate assistant 
conductors Nicolas Kapustiansky and Justyn Jost will be conducting the spring opera 
practicum performances of  operas by Menotti and Puccini.  Glenn will be conducting 
internationally this summer, with concerts and conducting seminars in Argentina, Brazil, and 
Italy. 
Renee Chernick presented her lecture, "Moving on to intermediate piano repertoire after 
method books: how and when to do so," to the Bloomington-Normal Music Teachers 
Association (BNMTA) on March 26.   
David Collier began March adjudicating the IHSA Solo and Ensemble contest at Normal 
West Community High School on March 2.  He performed as timpanist with the Peoria 
Symphony on March 9.  David again served as Percussion Coordinator for the Music for 
All Honor Band of  America in Indianapolis, March 13-16.  This was his 14th year serving in 
this position.  To conclude the month, David joined his wind, brass and percussion colleagues 
on tour with the ISU Wind Symphony on March 24-26.  
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Geoffrey Duce visited Berrien Springs, Michigan in early 
March, where he taught a masterclass involving four piano 
students at Andrews University; and South Bend, Indiana, 
where he gave a presentation to the South Bend Area Music 
Teachers Association.  At the end of  the month, he 
performed and talked to two groups of  orchestra students at 
Morton High School. 
Tim Fredstrom served as an adjudicator for the ISGMA 
orchestra contest on February 22.  On March 3, Tim and 
Mark Grizzard performed with Lumière in its debut 
performance. Under the direction of  John Jost, Lumière is a 
new 16-voice chamber choir in Peoria. 
David Gresham traveled to New York City in March to 
rehearse and perform on the Music in Midtown concert 
series in the Elebash Recital Hall at the City University of  
New York Graduate Center.  David performed with New 
York based cellist Nan Cheng Chen and Hong Kong based 
pianist Sophia Yang.  The program, titled “Three Beloved  
Clarinet Trios,” included works by Johannes Brahms, Robert 
Muczynski, and Emil Hartmann. 
Mark Grizzard served as guest conductor for the Tri-
County Choral Festival at Henry-Senachwine High School on 
March 14, working with a combined choir of  one hundred 
students from four area high schools.  He also served as Low 
Voices Evaluator at the ILMEA Large Group Festival on the 
campus of  Eastern Illinois University on March 8. 
Phillip Hash recently conducted rehearsal clinics with the 
bands at Bernotas Middle School in Crystal Lake.  In 
addition, he served as an adjudicator for the Illinois Grade 
School Music Association District 7 band contest held at 
Maria Saucedo Academy in Chicago.  Phil also attended in 
the Seventh International Symposium on Assessment in 
Music Education, held March 19-22 at the University of  
Florida.  At this event, he presented a paper titled “A 
Comparison of  the Ratings and Reliability on Two Band/
Orchestra Festival Adjudication Forms” and participated in a 
panel presentation on “Navigating the edTPA as Music 
Teacher Educators and Researchers.” 
Kate Lewis was the creative director for the 8th Annual 
Chicago Viola Festival.  In addition to organizing clinicians 
and sessions, Kate led the festival viola ensemble, taught a 
scale class and masterclass, and performed on the faculty 
recital.  Four ISU students/alumni, Chris Aman, Douglas 
Temples, Sam Meade, and Regina Vendetti, attended 
the festival and performed in masterclasses.  Kate also has just 
returned from the American String Teachers Association 
National Conference in Albuquerque, NM, where she 
attended state leadership sessions as the President of  Illinois  
chapter of  the American String Teachers Association (ASTA).  
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Tim Fredstrom and Mark Grizzard with Lumière.
Kate Lewis with Chris Aman, Douglas Temples, Sam Meade, and 
Regina Vendetti at the Chicago Viola Festival.
David Collier with percussionists at the 2019 Honor Band of  
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Tony Marinello spent part of  spring break in Indianapolis, 
where he was an adjudicator and clinician at the Lawrence 
Central High School Festival of  Bands.  He worked with 
some exceptional bands from across the Indianapolis area 
and has already been invited to work with some of  the bands 
in the future. At the end of  March, Tony led a second 
outreach tour that included the Illinois State University 
Wind Symphony and the entire woodwind, brass, and 
percussion faculty.  Together they visited five different 
schools in the Southern Illinois and the St. Louis metro area.  
A highlight of  the trip was collaborating with Redbird 
alumna Melissa Gustafson-Hinds and the O’Fallon 
Township Wind Ensemble. 
Tom Marko travelled to Nashville, TN in March to 
perform with The Brazilionaires at “Plaza Mariachi.”  The 
group was pleased to be joined by legendary electric bassist 
Keith Jones, whose recording and touring credits include 
Santana, Jean-Luc Ponty, Airto Moreira, Flora Purim, and 
many more artists dating back to the 1970’s.  Additionally, he 
performed a program of  music, which included his 
composition “Five for Clive,” with ISU’s Faculty Jazz 
Quartet in Kemp Recital Hall. 
Joe Matson recently finished teaching an interdisciplinary 
honors course on Renaissance Florence.  One lesson in the 
course was developed in collaboration with the Food, 
Nutrition, and Dietetics Club to teach ISU students about 
historical practices of  Italian cooking.  Joe will spend the 
weekend of  March 29-31 in Kansas City, where he will be 
attending the Midwest Chapter meeting of  the American 
Musicological 
Society.  He 
manages the 
chapter’s website, 
email list, and 
Twitter feed.  He 
is also hard at 
work copyediting 







Adriana Ransom was the featured soloist on the Peoria 
Symphony Orchestra’s March 9 concert, performing 
Boccherini’s Cello Concerto in B-flat Major.  Adriana also 
performed works of  Boccherini and Grutzmacher with 
pianist Andrea Molina at the Peoria Symphony Guild’s 
“Musical Monday” concert on March 4.  The ISU cello 
studio performed the Aria from Bachianas Brasileiras No. 
5 with Lily Thompson on her faculty recital on March 
19.  The first spring Redbird Road Concerts took place on 
February 23 (Westminster Village) and March 21 (Normal 
Public Library), featuring ISU student performers: Rhoda 
Roberts and Rose Ortega (violin); Adriana Sosa 
(bassoon); Lydia Hedberg, Alex Hibbard-Brown, and 
Bianca Prado (cello); and, Grace Reuter, Grace 
Zimmerman, and Andy Maya (piano).  Performers and 
library patrons celebrated Bach’s 334th birthday at the 
March 21 concert.  The final two Redbird Road Concerts 
of  the semester will be on April 6 (McLean County Nursing 
Home) and April 11 (Normal Library). 
Carl Schimmel’s "Two Scenes from the Shrine of  the 
Crossing of  the Birds" was performed at the Society of  
Composers, Inc. National Conference in New Mexico by the 
University of  New Mexico saxophone studio.  His work 
"Vasilissa the Invincible" was performed by the Clarosa 
Quartet in Pennsylvania. 
David Snyder organized and hosted the band, choir and 
orchestra from Martino Junior High School in February on 
the ISU campus.  Tim Fredstrom, Bill Koehler, and 
David presented clinics with their respective groups.  
Alumnus Kyle Rinke conducts the Martino band.  David 
also performed with the Illinois Valley Symphony on March 
10 as 3rd horn, along with alumni Chris Render and John 
Hansen. 
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Alex Hibbard-Brown, Bianca Prado, Lydia Hedberg, and Rhoda 
Roberts celebrate J.S. Bach’s 334th birthday.
Music majors Nate Chockley and Nate Parson 
participating in Joe Matson’s interdisciplinary 
honors course.
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Elizabeth Thompson performed an on-campus faculty 
recital with Tuyen Tonnu on March 19, presenting a 
program of  art songs inspired by folk elements. The opening 
piece – the aria from Villa-Lobos' Bachianas Brasileiras no. 5 – 
featured the ISU cello ensemble, led by Adriana Ransom 
and conducted by graduate student Nicolas 
Kapustiansky.  Other repertoire included Dvořák's Gypsy 
Songs (in Czech), Ravel's Hebrew Songs (in Aramaic and 
Yiddish), two Irish folk song settings, and selections from 
Schoenberg's Brettl-Lieder.  The following weekend, Elizabeth 
also judged the Chicago chapter NATS competition, in 
which her student Jessica Bella competed and advanced to 
the final round.  
Rick Valentin and Rose Marshack hosted (through 
support from the Arts Technology Program and the School 
of  Music) famed recording engineer Steve Albini at 
University Galleries, and in Music Business and Mixing and 
Mastering classes. 
Michelle Vought along with ISU alumnae, composer 
Danielle Fisher and trombonist Julie Gray, performed 
Fisher’s “Cleopatra and the Plastic Surgeon” on March 6. 
Local author/librettist Nancy Steele Brokaw was in the 
audience for the performance, at which there was also a brief 
question and answer session.  
The recital also included the 
world premiere of  Martha 
Horst’s “Kavanaugh.”  
Michelle and friends were 
invited to perform these two 
works the following evening 
at Illinois Wesleyan’s New 
Music Café.  In addition, 
Michelle and Wendy 
Maulson performed for their 
17th year at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church for 
Kaffehuset.  
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Upcoming Events 
All events scheduled through Peggy DeHaven in CE 225 will be 
listed on the University Calendar.  Please check your events 
for accuracy and let Peggy know if  corrections need to be made.  If  
your event does not yet have a description included, send text to 
Peggy so that she may add it to your event announcement.   
Upcoming Concerts, Important Dates 
4/1/19	  Project 122 Marimba Duo @ 8pm, CH 212 
4/3/19	  Piano Project @ 6pm, KRH 
4/5/19     Allan Glassman master class @ 7pm, CPA 
4/6/19     Treble Choir @ 6pm, KRH	 	  
4/6/19     Civic Chorale @ 8pm, CPA 
4/7/19     Concert and Ch Choir, Mads @ 3pm, CPA 
4/10/19   Guitar Ensemble @ 7:30pm, KRH 
4/12/19   Jazz Festival Concert @ 8pm, CPA 
4/13/19   Jazz Festival Concert @ 8pm, CPA 
4/14/19   Percussion Ensemble @ 7pm, CPA 
4/15/19   Chamber Winds @ 8pm, KRH 
4/16/19   Performance Convocation @ 11am, CPA 
6/16/19   Strings/Piano Chamber @ 7:30pm, KRH 
4/17/19   Jazz Combos @ 8pm, KRH 
4/18/19   Doug Stone Quartet @ 8pm, KRH 
4/19/19   African Drum & Dance @ 7:30pm, KRH 
4/19/19   Opera Practicum @ 8pm, CPA 
4/20/19   Opera Practicum @ 8pm, CPA	 
4/23/19   Music Factory I @ 6pm, KRH 
4/23/19   Music Factory II @ 8pm, KRH 
4/24/19   Symphonic Winds @ 8pm, CPA 
4/25/19   Symphonic Band & U Band @ 8pm, CPA 
4/27/19   Wind Symphony @ 8pm, CPA 
4/28/19   Choral Collage @ 3pm, CPA 
4/28/19   Orchestra Concerto/Aria @ 7pm, CPA 
5/4/19     String Project Concert @ 11am, CPA 
5/5/19     CSA Spring Concert @ 2pm, KRH 
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Steve Albini speaking at University Galleries.
